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The Library:
More Relevant than Ever
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Malcolm Daugherty

Twice this semester, a student has challenged, “Why do we need a library? We have a
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_5’“ *x 2 ;E Z % = % E P ey computer and the Internet and can study anywhere.” In this digital age, students often believe
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Ly ° (ér x v fl]'Z S F B H % 72\ and detrimental at worst because a modern library is a sanctuary of learning. The Central Library
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chosen quality materials and services to simplify the task of finding the most appropriate
research, study, and even leisure materials. The materials in the library are also chosen for their
i ; permanence. The effort in time and money to write and publish a book or journal article contribute
sioolle. o0 “ ; | ’ ; ) to the value of the materials collected in the library. Anyone can place anything on the Internet in
Iw“:ﬁf ﬂ&\ﬁu \ " a few minutes increasing the likelihood of less accuracy and possibly “fake” facts. The wealth of

ey vm information found in the stacks and in the databases is reliable.

The library also.the perfect locale for study. Yes, you can study in your room or dormitory,
in SPACe, or in an empty classroom, but they do not have all the resources are at hand or may not
be the most conducive to study. The library is filled with books, books for reading and research. A
study by Mangen, Walgermo, and Brgnnick (2013) found that students who read printed material
had significantly higher comprehension and retention rates than those reading from a screen. The
library also limits distractions with a quiet, comfortable space. Dormitories and homes are a hub of
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i M > &5 d visits from friends and are often not the best location for serious study. Night is the time t
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% ;T; 5? QEEE%QEE B I-_rj(%j /q: /g.ﬂ (L- unwind and relax. The library is open while students are at their mental peak, during the day.
FxE > R The Soka libraries are a vital resource for all diligent students. Visit the library and find a home
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